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Community Forest Management of the Wombat State Forest 


Speaker: Tim Anderson 


As development officer for the Wombat Forest Community Forest Management 
Trial, Tim presented an impressive overview of the progress of the organisation 
which is endorsed by the State Government and has made great strides since its for- 
mation early in 2003. 


Virtually a pilot scheme for an organisation of this kind in Australia it has attracted 
interest from other states and from overseas. It was noted that in countries such as 
Mexico, Nepal and India there are thousands of community forest management 
groups which have devised systems to satisfy various interests and needs, and conse- 
quently have different management policies and plans. 


The history of forest management in Australia has evolved through the adoption of 
principles from European management plans through the 19th century and first half 
of the 20th, then North American principles from the 1960s. From the 1990s Austra- 
lian patterns have developed, and now this approach to community forestry with the 
recognition of broad interests in forests, the value of local knowledge and connec- 
tions, the need for increased levels of understanding and education, and employment 
issues. 


Through discussion meetings and the recognition of four basic principles—Interest, 
Knowledge, Authority and Responsibility, the Wombat CFM trial developed a Stew- 
ardship Council made up of representatives from working groups. These groups 
have been working with much commitment and membership has grown from 200) to 
2500 community members. 


Working groups address issues in the following categories—Biodiversity, Community 
Involvement and Education, Tourism, Forest Heritage and History, Funding and Re- 
sourcing, Water/Hydrology, Weeds, Wood Products, Non-wood Products. 


All these work towards supporting the vision of the Stewardship Council: 

"Active involvement of the Community in the management of the Wombat 
Forest to protect and enhance forest values and satisfy the community's social, envi- 
ronmental and economic interests now and sustainably into the future". 


Tim outlined the series of events, the outcomes of which will be used to develop a 
supply plan for sawn wood and firewood from the Wombat Forest for 2004-5. He also 
introduced to members the CD ROM Forest Explorer Series—Wombat State Forest 
issued by DSE, containing data on Biodiversity and Resource Information, Aboriginal 
Affairs, and Aust. Bureau of Statistics, relating to the area. 


Members interested in using the CD are asked to register, as workshops are planned 
for further refining and review and instruction in using spatial data. It is a computer- 
based mapping tool that allows users to view in detail a variety of forest-related data. 
Interest may be registered with Tim (ph. 03 ). 


The progress made so far by the Wombat CFM "from conflict to cooperation and op- 
portunity" appears to be very positive and it is hoped that it will lead to the best possi- 
ble future for that Forest. 


Greg Binns. 


Excursion: Pyrites Ranges 


Leader: Greg Binns 


To get to the Pyrites Ranges we drove out east along the freeway until the Bacchus 
Marsh - Gisborne turn off. From here we headed to the Merrimu Reservoir on the 
Diggers Rest - Coimadai Rd. where we had a short rest stop. In the carpark we ob- 
served the birds, White Ibis, Crested Pigeon, Long-billed Corellas. There appeared to 
be very little water in the reservoir. 


We continued along the road until we turned left on to the Antimony Mine Rd. On the 
way we passed a sign to Camp David with no security at the entrance! Until better 
access to the Antimony Mine Track is made when the Range becomes an official park 
we were given special permission to pass through a private property. After finding a 
park off this Antimony Mine Track we continued on foot along a track into the Pyrites 
Forest for the next two hours. 


Here I will give a few of the chemical notes supplied 
by Greg. Antimony is a metal which has the chemical 
symbol Sé as it is obtained from the mineral stibnite. It 
has been used for thousands of years as an alloy in the 
manufacture of such things as bells and more recently 
in lead products for hardening such as roofing materi- 
als, for brittleness in shrapnel and in cartridges. Pyrites ss 
is the mineral iron sulphide. Its name is derived from Grey Shrike Thrush 
the Greek word for fire because it sparks when struck 

with steel and so it was used in early guns. Because of its iridescent lustre and brass 
yellow colour it is commonly known as fool’s gold. Commercially it is mined for 
the production of bleach and sulphuric acid. We did not see any samples of either 
ore in the rocks we picked up on the track. 


The birds we observed in the Pyrites Forest included Wattlebird, Magpie, Grey 
Shrike Thrush, Superb Fairy Wren, Striated Pardalote, Yellow-tufted Honeyeater., 
Thrush and Rufus Whistler. The trees we identified included Red Ironbark (E. tri- 
carpa), Red Box (E. polyanthemos), Long-leaved Box (E. goniocalyx), Red Stringy- 
bark (£. macrorhyncha), and a white-flowering eucalyptus (E. behriana). 


The shrubs and bushes included Gold-fields Wattle (Acacia acinacea), Narrow-leaf 
Bitter Pea (Daviesia leptophylla), Australian Grass Tree (Xanthorrhoea australis) 
and the small grass tree (Xanthorrhoea minor). The small plants included a yellow 
daisy - Variable Groundsel (Senecio lautus), leaves and buds of Platysace lanceo- 
lata, Common Hovea (H. heterophylla), Small-leaved Clematis (C. microphylla), 
remnants of a Greenhood Orchid (Pterostylis parviflora), Handsome Flat Pea 
(Platylobium formosum), Black-anther Flax Lily (Dianella revoluta) Twining Fringe 
Lily ee patersonii), Pink Fingers (Caladenia carnea), Climbing Sundew 
(Drosera macrantha). Two fungi we saw were a hard 
brown pored mushroom-shaped Bolete and, on a fallen 
log an orange fan-shaped Scarlet Bracket Fungus. 
Evidence of creatures other than birds that we noted 
included the probable diggings of an echidna and, on a 
small eucalypt some lerps consisting of a waxy cover- 
ing which was sweet to taste covering a tiny orange 
insect. 


Bracket Fungus 


After two hours of walking and observing we had a late lunch back near the cars. 
Then into the cars and back along the Diggers Rest - Coimadai Rd to the Long For- 
est Rd which we drove along until we turned into the Canopus Circuit and parked 
our cars at an entrance to the Long Forest Flora Reserve. Here we walked a return 
trip to the end of the Long Point Track where there was a tree-filled valley contain- 
ing a billabong of the Coimadai Creek. There was a faint hope that we might see the 
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Powerful Owl which had recently been sighted in the locality. A bird we did observed 
in the Long Forest was the Grey Fantail. 


Although we did not have time to identify many specific trees we could see that they 
did resemble the trees of the Mallee scrub with salt bushes and old Mallee roots scat- 
tered about. The information board inside the Reserve illustrated and described spe- 
cies found in the area. The trees we easily identified included Cherry Ballart 
(Exocarpos cupressiformis), Broad-leaved Peppermint (£. dives) and Bull Mallee (. 
behriana), Moonah (Melaleuca lanceolata) . 


The smaller plants included Cat’s Claw Grevillea (G. alpina), Hedge wattle (Acacia 
paradoxa), White Marianth (Rhytidosporum procumbens), Needlewood (Hakea de- 
currens), Native Pigface (Carpobrotus modestrus), a low salt bush (Rhagodia has- 
tata), and other larger saltbushes. 


Those who needed to hurry away missed seeing a special treat at the end of the excur- 
sion - a well camouflaged lizard sunning itself among the tree litter. 


Fran Hanrahan. 


October Meeting Points 

° Although a number of members were in Western Australia attending 
the Australian Naturalists’ Network gathering, the meeting was well 
attended. 

° Members requested to consider ideas for the syllabus for 2005-6 and 
to advise committee members. 

° Friends of Mt. Beckworth Spring Wildflower walk October 24, 1pm 
Starting at the dam. 

° Members reminded of 
a) SEANA camp at Little Desert Lodge October 29-Nov 2. 
b) ANN 2006 hosted by Victoria. Expressions of interest called for in 

a programme based in the Victorian and NSW high country. Details are avail- 

able from John Gregurke. 


Show and Tell 
° Greeting cards from members travelling in WA and attending the ANN 
in Perth. 


Field Reports 

° John Mildren: on private property at Linton, Nodding Greenhoods, and 
ground dug up by wild pigs in forest. 

e Elizabeth Fitzpatrick: family of Black Ducks, and 3 cygnets on Lake 
Wendouree. 

° John Hughes, Paul Norquay and Pat Murphy: Wattlebirds nesting. 

e Greg Binns: Wood Duck ducklings being worried by Ravens in Dur- 
ham St; pair of Ravens took sticks from walnut tree—very selective. 


SEANA Autumn Campout 
Friday 11th March—Monday 14th March 2005 


Hosted by the Upper Goulburn FNC, Eildon Mountain Lodge is 
the base for activities in local National Parks and reserves. 


Attendees of previous SEANA camps will have received details, 
and anyone else requiring information can obtain it from John 
Gregurke—who also happens to be the SEANA secretary! 


Bookings are due by 25th Jan. 2005. 


Australian Naturalists' Network Get-Together 
Perth 2004 


John and Elaine Gregurke, Claire and Peter Dalman, Carol Hall and Maureen Christie 
journeyed to WA to participate in this event, held every second year and hosted by a 
state organisation or club. Previous meets have been held in Launceston (2002) and 
Alice Springs (2000). A core program of excursions and social events based in the 
greater metropolitan area was held from September 25 to October 4; pre- and post- 
tour programs of 3 days each were provided, venturing further away from Perth to 
visit places such as The Pinnacles NP, Dryandra Forest and the Stirling Ranges NP. 
The core program was attended by around 70 people, with Victoria strongly repre- 
sented, and small numbers from SA, QLD and TAS, together with local members. 


The Gregurkes, Dalmans and Carol chose to drive across the Nullarbor in order to ex- 
plore the south of WA independently, while Maureen flew over and participated in 
the pre and post tour program. Carol and the Dalmans returned by putting their cars on 
the Indian Pacific Railway and seeing another aspect of the Nullarbor Plain, while the 
Gregurkes towed their camper trailer all the way back again! 


The core program was strongly biased towards the region's wildflowers which lived 
up to expectations; birds were not numerous, though some endemics were seen. Vari- 
ety was provided by visits to a reptile park, thrombolites, animal wildlife shelter, 
aquarium and the Gravity Discovery Centre. Members took advantage of the rest day 
to visit the city and Fremantle. The core program concluded with a dinner on the final 
night, and on the last morning time to wander through King's Park and enjoy the final 
day of the King's Park Wildflower Show. 


So come to our February meeting and hear and see all about it! 


Marri 
Eucalyptus calophylla 


A Guide to Walks in Angahook-Lorne State Park 
2004 


a 


The Friends of Angahook-Lorne State Park have published a booklet 
detailing 28 walks in this region. Published with the help of a Volunteer 
Group Grant from Parks Victoria and edited by Margaret McDonald, it 
provides up-to-date information on both well-established walks such as 
Erskine Falls and newly developed ones such as Lemonade Creek 
Track. 


ModIAd 


Introductory pages provide advice for park visitors, notes on local fauna 

and vegetation and warnings about Cinnamon Fungus. There follows a list of the 
walks with instructions as to where each one starts, then each walk is described in 
detail with an illustration, directions and significant features to be seen, together 
with distance, time, parking and degree of difficulty. The latter information is sum- 
marised in a table at the back where a map of the Lorne area provides an overview 
of the walks' locations. Designed to fit neatly into a jacket pocket, this slim paper- 
back costs a mere $5 and is great value for money. 


The walk numbers in the book correspond with track markers in the field and I can 
thoroughly recommend this volume to anyone who enjoys exploring the Otways. 


Carol Hall. 
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Calendar 


November 
Fri. 5 Dr. Alan Yen: Invertebrates—the other 99%. 
Sun. 7 Orchids with Pat and Bill Murphy. 
Tues. 16 Mid-month Excursion: MasterFoods Wetland 9.30am. 
Tues. 23 Committee Meeting @ Dalman's, 7.30pm. 
December 
Fri. 3 Michael Angove: Fire Research. 
Sun. 5 Excursion to Mooramong & Chepstowe with Greg Binns. 
Sun. 12 Christmas Breakup at Lyndsay and Lorraine's, 12 noon. 
BYO meat, & salads or sweets to share, BYO drinks, chairs. 
Supper Duty: November: Volunteers required. 
December: Volunteers required. 
Committee 
President®.snc.tsec.ctere Mr. Peter Dalman 
Vice-President................. Mrs. Carol Hall : 
Secretary. ere tres Mr. John Gregurke 
Treasurer.............:00. Mr. Bob Curtain 
Mr. Greg Binns ............... Mrs. Carol Hall (Editor)...... 
Miss Helen Burgess........... Miss Fran Hanrahan.......... 
Miss Maureen Christie....... Mr. Les Hanrahan............ 


Mrs. Claire Dalman........... 


Correspondence: PO. Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. 


Email: 


Secretary: 
Editor: 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search Environment. 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts 
(VicRoads 254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Market Place (formerly Creswick Plaza) Creswick 
Rd., Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) at 9.30 am unless otherwise specified. 
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